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treat of the far southwest. In the introduction one gets a good descrip- 
tion of the Archivo general de Indias, and from the selections made 
by the author — he could select for comment only portions of the mate- 
rial available — and from his comments, one may judge what types of 
documents are to be found there. In all Mr. Chapman has described 
some 6,200 items ranging in time from 1597 to 1821. One must perform 
a task of the sort to appreciate the work involved, but the bulk of the 
volume is some criterion. A complete index adds to its usefulness. 

I. J. C. 

The audiencia in the Spanish colonies. As illustrated by the audiencia 
of Manila (1538-1800). By Charles Henry Cunningham, Ph.D. 
[University of California publications in history, volume ix] 
(Berkeley: University of California press, 1919. 479 p.) 
This volume is a study of Spanish colonial institutions from the rou- 
tine records rather than from creative legislation. It clearly demon- 
strates that until we have a series of such studies for all the various 
European colonies we shall be unable to interpret progress in different 
national jurisdictions, or to make just comparisons between them. 
Furthermore, Mr. Cunningham's book is a good example of the best 
method of making such a study. The audiencia was a judicial body that 
in the colonies exercised administrative functions as well. A score of 
them existed at one time or another in the Spanish colonies. The audien- 
cia in the Philippines was a part of Spain's general governmental ma- 
chinery, so that whatever concerned that tribunal touched the others, 
and through a study of its development one may gain an impression 
of the workings of the institution elsewhere. Differences in local detail 
will afford material for subsequent studies. 

Mr. Cunningham presents a pioneer work in English and he has done 
his task well. In an introductory chapter he describes the audiencias 
briefly, lists them with the dates of their creation or refounding, and 
mentions the functions of other officials that might have dealings with 
them. Having thus cleared the way, he tells of the establishment of the 
audiencia at Manila (one chapter), treats of its judicial functions (two 
chapters), its semijudicial and administrative functions (one chapter), 
and then details its relations with the government (four chapters) and 
with the church (two chapters). He gives an astounding wealth of 
detail. His bibliography both of printed works and of manuscript col- 
lections is very complete, and he has a good index. Most of his citations 
of manuscripts are of those in the Archivo general de Indias, from which 
members of the California school have drawn, so much productive mate- 
rial. His volume thus takes its place in worthy company and it will 
prove useful to all who are delving in the field of Hispanic history. 

I. J. C. 



